CHAPTER VI
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Data collected using 23 schedules by enquiry and observations from 120 districts were scrutinized as
discussed in previous chapter I'V. Data which were found not fit or could not get verified were discarded.
The remaining data of 107 districts were analyzed and harvest and post-harvest losses of 45 crops and
commodities were estimated at agro-climatic zone and national level using suitable statistical tools and
techniques as discussed in chapter V.

Data collection, scrutinizing, analysis methods and their results were presented in annual workshop
of AICRP on PHT on 08 January, 2015 under the chairmanship of Dr. K. Alagusundaram, DDG (Engg)
ICAR. All research engineers, scientists and invited experts of different ICAR crops and commodities
institutes and state agricultural universities participated and deliberated on the results of the survey in
detail and approved the same. Thereafter a special meeting of experts and various stakeholders was held
on 23 January, 2015 at IIT Chennai under the chairmanship of Dr. U. Venkateswarlu, Join Secretary
MoFPI and Dr. K. Alagusundaram, DDG (Eng) ICAR. Various DDGs, Directors of about 20 ICAR crop
institutes and other stakeholders were invited in the meeting. Dr. S.N. Jha, PC AICRP on PHT presented
the draft report of the findings and deliberated the same. The report was approved by the committee with
suggestion such as reasons of increase or decrease in losses as compared to last study, to be included in the
final report.

After inclusion of suggestions of Chennai meeting, the final report was presented on 27 February,
2015 inameeting held in MoFPI chaired by Smt. Harsimarat Kaur Badal, the Hon’ble Minister of FPI and
attended by Secretary MoFP1, Shri Siraj Hussain, Joint Secretary Dr. U.Venkateswarlu, Director TASRI,
Director CTPHET, ADG (Horticulture) and other officials. Methodology, results and reasons in variations
in losses were explained in detail. Hon’ble minister, Secretary, Joint Secretary MoFPI and other officials
appreciated the results and the explanations given. The final report was accepted and asked to submit the
same.

This chapter thus presents the final results and discusses them crop-wise. Percentage loss out of total
amount stored in different storage channels at national level are reported in Appendix — V. Losses of crops
and livestock produce in different agro-climatic zones of India are given in Appendix—VI. The
contribution of each channel in total quantitative storage loss was calculated by multiplying the percent
retention values in each channel as given in Table 5.1. The extent of losses in different operations, storage
channels and overall total loss at national level are reported in Tables 6.1 to Table 6.7.

6.1 Food Grains

Paddy is one of the important staple foods in India. Losses in paddy were estimated in ten agro-
climatic zones of the country. At regional level the highest loss (7.26%) was observed in lower gangetic
plain region (West Bengal), whereas minimum loss of 3.12% was observed in transgangetic plain region
(Punjab and Haryana). It indicated wide variations in losses at regional levels. Mechanization of farm






